INTRODUCTORY CERTIFICATE

Ground Skills
Student Name: ____________ 

Horse Name: ________

Date: __/__/____

Tools: ☺ Halter 3.5m Lead. Stick and string

Tasks:


    Pass
1. Approach you horse from at least 5m away. Show how you would catch your horse and put the halter on with the horse’s head bend toward you and his ears lower then his wither.

· Handler shoes how to get horses attention

· Handler is quiet and smooth, horse turns head toward handler and down into halter

2. Show that your horse is desensitised to your gear. Throw the rope over the back and around the legs from both sides. Stand at the side and throw your rope over your horses head from both sides. Using the stick and string, twirl the string around your horse, over the back and head. Show both sides.
· Handler will show that they understand approach and retreat.

· Horse will stand comfortably, not stiff and tense

· Handler shows correct body energy for the task (relaxed, unfocused)

3.
Show your horse is desensitised to common objects. Throw a rug on from both sides.

Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Brush him all over, including the head. Put a fly mask or veil on and off.

· Horse accepts the objects and stays relaxed

· Handler displays good technique, using retreat when necessary

4.
Pick up your horses feet and clean with hoof pick
· Handler asks horse to lift foot using feel at the chestnut or hock

· Approach and retreat used as necessary

5. Using feel, ask your horse to take 3 steps back from his nose and then yield his hind quarter 3 steps from both sides.

· Horse stays relaxed

· Horse takes long, soft steps

· Handler understands the application of feel and shows appropriate use of focused energy.

6.
Using suggestion ask your horse to take 3 steps backward and then yield his hind quarter 3 steps from both sides.

· Handler shows appropriate use of focused energy

· Horse yields to the suggestion in a relaxed way

7.
Standing at the horses drive line, walk with your horse at least 10m in a straight line. Stop and change horse to the other side and repeat.

· Handler stays at drive line

· Horse keeps distance from handler

· Handler moves horse to other side (not handler moving to other side)

Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8.
Send your horse to stand on something with at least 2 feet, e.g. tarp, pallet, or rug.
· Handler stays at least 2m from the object

· Horse is sent to stand on it, not pulled on via the halter.
9.
Ask your horse to circle you on the 3.5m lead. Complete two circles in each direction and disengage the hindquaters to finish.

· Horse stays on the circle (walk or trot)
· Horse yields hindquarters to stop, not pulled in with halter
10.
Back your horse between two objects approximately 2m apart, e.g. barrels or trees
· Horse can be moved via feel or suggestion

· Handler stays in front of the horse.
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
