CERTIFICATE TWO
Ground Skills
Student Name: ____________ 

Horse Name: ________

Date: __/__/____

Tools: ☺ Halter, 3.5m Lead, 7m lead Stick and string, light rug or sheet, large syringe
Tasks:


    Pass
1. Throw a light rug or sheet over the horse from the right hand side. Take the rug off over the horses head completely covering the head as you slide it off
· Horse is comfortable with throwing rug.
· Horse is comfortable with the rug sliding over the head.
2. Simulate worming your horse with a syringe or empty paste tube. 
· Horse will shows acceptance of the syringe
· Handler shows technique for relaxing the head and neck
· Horse is desensitised around the mouth
3. Pick up your horses back legs and show how you could rest them on your thighs (farrier stance) Pick out the feet in this position.
· Horse relaxes into feel
· Handler allows horse to rest on thighs
· Handler shows that hands are free to work on hoof
· Horse is co-operative 

         Comments:

            ……………………………………………………….…………………………………………………….……………………….………………………………………………….…………………………………………………................................................
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
          Comments:
       ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Ask your horse to smell his tail both sides
· Horse bends through whole body
· Handler supports the horse without tension
5. Kneel beside your horse and lower the horses head, throw the rope over the back and around the legs whilst the horses head remains lower than the wither.
· Horses head remains low
· Handler stays on knees
· Horse is comfortable with the energy
6. Using feel ask  your horse to:
· Back up 6 steps

· Back up in a circle both ways

· Move sideways 10 steps both ways
· Handler hows how to use feel
· Horse moves ‘with’ the  feel
· Horse remains relaxed
7. Using suggestion as your horse to:
· Back through an L pattern (made with poles)

· Back in a figure eight

· Move sideways 10 steps from both sides
· Whilst standing in front of your horse, have the horse take 5 steps sideways, 5 steps backward, 5 steps sideways the other way.

· Jump over barrels laying on the side, from both directions

· Horse follows suggestion
· Handler shows how to direct focused energy
· Handler shows appropriate use of supportive tools, e.g. stick
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tasks 8-11 to be shown on the 7m lead

8. On the 7m lead ask your horse to circle in both directions, showing transitions from canter to trot to walk and back to trot and canter.

· Horse maitains gait until asked for transition
· Transitions are effortless
· Handler shows understanding of energy placement for upward and downward transitions
· The horse remains relaxed and rhythmical
9. On the 7m lead, trot your horse on a circle, change direction maintaining the gait. Show 2 changes of direction.
· Horse comes in willingly and moves out smoothly
· Handler may move backward for the draw
· Horse remains in trot, relaxed and rhythmical.
10. Show horse moving sideways without a fence for at least 6m, handler to be at least 3m from the horse, show both sides.
· Horse moves sideways willingly
· Shows rhythm, not running or dragging on hindquarter
· Handler stays at least 3m down the rope
· Handler shows use of appropriate energy placement to support the movement
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
11. On the 7m lead, load your horse onto the float, handler to stay at least 3m from the tailgate.

· Horse shows an understanding of finding a track into the float

· Handler blocks any other track effectively

· Handler stays at least 3m from tailgate and sends horse in float.


12. With your horse at liberty, in an arena or round yard, show:

· Your horse sticking with you as you both trot a figure eight pattern.

· A back up of 5 steps

· A circle to the right in trot for 3 laps, followed by a draw to the centre, then a circle to the left in trot for 3 laps, finish with a draw to the centre

· Show the falling leaf pattern – backward, sideways, backward, sideways

· The horse is confident to be with the handler at liberty

· The handler shows a good understanding of drive and draw

· The horse is relaxed and attentive throughout 
Comments: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

