CERTIFICATE ONE
Ground Skills
Student Name: ____________ 

Horse Name: ________

Date: __/__/____

Tools: ☺ Halter 3.5m Lead. Stick and string, bag, ball, rattle
Tasks:


    Pass
1. Catch your horse and put the halter on, with the horse’s head lower than his wither.

· Head stays below wither throughout process.

· Horse’s head is turned toward the handler.

2. Show your horse is desensitised to the following.
A bag on a stick

A ball bounced around him

A container with rocks in it (rattle )

· Handler can move around the horse with the items
· Horse is able to stand with the energy from the items
· Horse shows relaxation
3. Pick up your horse’s front feet and put them between your knees, the “farrier stance”, tap the sole with a hoof pick.
· Horse lifts foot from a feel
· Horse is relaxed when the handler takes the farrier stance.

· Handler gently supports leg, not gripping with the knees.

         Comments:

            ……………………………………………………….

            ……………………………………………………….

            ……………………………………………………….

            ……………………………………………………….

             ……………………………………………………...
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

          Comments:
       ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Using feel, ask your horse to turn his forequarters 3 steps in both directions

· Hindquarter stays almost still
· Horse’s nose leads
5. Using feel, ask your horse to take 3 steps sideways from both sides.

· Handler is in correct position
· Horse moves sideways, slight forward accepted.
· Horse is soft and responsive
6. Using suggestion, ask you horse to move backwards to the end of the lead rope.
· Handler stays directly in front of horse

· Handler takes no more than 2 steps.
· Horse stays straight.
7. Using suggestion, ask your       horse to yield the hindquarter and then the forequarter in a continuous flow, changing sides at each yield. “Top and Tail.”  Show 4 times.

· Hindquarter moves enough to have the front end come through
· Handler moves feet as little as possible
· Horse shows relaxation
8. Send your horse out in a                    circle. Show transitions from walk to trot and back to walk. Finish by disengaging hindquarter to a stop. Show both sides.

· Horse stays out on circle

· Handler uses energy toward hip for transitions

· Handler stays within a 2m diameter circle.

Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………
Comments: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
9.
Stand beside your horse at his shoulder and walk along a fence, stop and send horse past you disengage his hindquarter and walk back along the fence with the horse on the opposite side. Repeat to change direction again.
· Horse walks calmly next to handler
· Handler stops and sends horse past, while keeping their feet still.
· Horse changes direction easily and confidently
10.  Show you can use driving 

techniques to :
· Send your horse over a log or small jump, from both sides

· Send your horse under a low branch or obstacle strung between trees

· Back between two obstacles no more than 2m apart and over a pole.

· Back over a log

· Horse follows direction without pushing the space of the handler.
· Handler uses focused energy to direct different parts of the horse
· Handler moves their feet as little as possible
11.
Send your horse into a float without entering the float yourself, show how you would close the back bar in preparation for travel.
· Horse sends into float
·  Handler stays outside float

· Horse stands calmly on float
· Handler closes bar without haste

· Horse is comfortable with the bar closed.
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
